I don’t know how many of you
have listed a bike on the IBMWR Marketplace. 1
listed my K75 last fall after buying the R1100RT I
told you about last month. Almost immediately I
began to get responses that were obvious scams.
Most of them had the same general layout of
being interested in the bike, living in another
country, wanting to pay by check, and having
me foward money to their preferred shipper
after I had cashed the check. Although one was
so bold as to ask for my bank account number,
password, address and social security number so
that they could deposit the funds directly into
my account. What follows are some of the
exchanges I had with one person whom I decid-
ed to play along with to see how determined
they were. Names have not been changed to pro-
tect the participants.

ben martins wrote:

hello, i want you to know that i am very inter-
ested in the k75rt motorcycle that you have for
sale. Please let me know the condition and the
best price. i have a shipping company i trust
and would pay by bank cheque.
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From: Shane Donohue

Date: Mon, 27 Sep 2004

Subject: Re: 1991 K75RT

Hi,

The condition of the motorcycle is outlined in
the ad that I placed. I have a policy of not releas-
ing the motorcycle until any form of check

has been reliably converted to cash. Once that
has happened I'd be more than happy to work
with your shipping company.

Thanks

ben martins wrote: .

thnaks alot.you policy about you

turning the cheque into cash is no problem.i
will inforn my shipper immediately and let
him know about this.i want you to tell me the
last price you want to give it out. looking for-
ward to read your mail. regards,

martins.

Date: Tue, 28 Sep 2004

To: ben martins Subject: Re: okay...............

b3,

If your cheque for the selling price listed in the

ad can be converted into cash before
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