A a million reasons

to smile is what Darrell Penning was so
happy about when he achieved the
500,000 mile mark on BMW motorcycles
this past July. This photo was taken on
July 12, 1 mile North of Darby, MT while
on his way to the BMW National motor-
cycle rally in Spokane, Washington.

With the new year already a month old
we can all inch closer to our own person-
al riding goals. The club offers many
ways to reach those: the Mileage contest,
Meet-To-Eats, The Safari, the Hiawatha
Rally. I don’t think many of us need to
think very hard to come up with a reason
to ride. But I do think it sometimes is
hard to come up with the time. We can’t
all keep up with Nancee Musto (how does
she stay employed with all those miles
every year?) Being comfortable with the
miles we do ride is important, though.

One of the most often mentioned things I
hear when I go on a group ride is to
“Ride your own ride”, to not let someone
push you to ride like they think you
should.

We have a new club President, VP and
board members. Fresh blood is good for
the club. One way you can get more miles
in is to lead a ride. It doesn’t take a whole
lot: A day, a destination,a place to gather,
and friends to ride with. I put the address
labels on 130 to 175 newsletters each
month. I have to think that no one knows
every single person on that list. Meet
some more of your fellow members and
check out their ride. An email can get the
word out quickly these days, Do it, you
won’t be disappointed for having done
SO.

Go out and ride when and where you
can, and wear your smile proudly. I think
I know Darrell well enough to be sure
he’s working on a half million more.







