RISK OF THE RIDE

BY PATTI JONES, SEATTLE TIMES STAFF REPORTER

It looked like a party at
the Buckaroo Tavern in
Fremont. Qutside sat 16
motorcycles, of all shapes
and sizes. Inside: a crowd
so large it spilled out-
doors and onto the side-
walk. "This is the busiest
I've ever seen this place,”
noted a woman with ma-
roon hair.

But the men and women
in leathers had come to
share their sorrows. It
was a wake for Damien
Tolentino, 35, a round
man with large tattoos
and, by all accounts, a big
heart.

Tolentino hailed from
Hawaii. He'd moved to
Seattle a few years back,
eventually landing a bar-

tending job at the Bucka-
100, joining the
punk-style Idol
Threats band
and falling in
love with a girl
named Maggie.
He'd been mar-
ried just nine
months when his Honda
GS750 collided with a Toy-
ota Tercel in Wallingford.
A sign marking his death
on the afternoon of July 27
still stands on the corner of
North 40th Street and Me-
ridian Avenue North, put
there by parishioners of the
nearby Gift of Grace
Church.

To safety experts, Tolentino
is yet another piece in a
worrisome puzzle. While

Motorcycle accidents, fatalities on the rise

higher," says Dick Doane,
research analyst for the
Washington Traffic
Safety Commission.
According to police, To-
lentino had been travel-
ing east on North 40th
when he was hit by a
westbound car turning

left on Meridian. Appar-
ently, the 24-year-old
driver, who was physi-
cally unharmed, hadn't
seen him, police say.
Just two weeks later, an
off-duty fire captain on
funeral-escort duty in
South Seattle was killed
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rate for car accidents is a
quarter of what it was 20
years ago, the rate for mo-
torcyclists remains high.
For cars: 1.5 per 10,000 reg-
istered vehicles. For motor-
cycles: 4.

"If you compare motorcy-
cles to cars using the num-
ber of miles traveled in-
stead of the number of vehi-
cles registered, the death
rate would be horrifically

when a car pulled out of a
driveway right in front of
him. Again, the car driver
had failed to spot the mo-
torcyclist.

Many car drivers com-
plain bitterly about motor-
cycle riders. They say rid-
ers ex-
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speed was a factor in more
than half the deaths of riders
between ages 21 and 30 from
1993 to 2001 in Washington
state. They say riders drive
while drunk, and indeed al-
cohol was involved in 109 of
the 365 accidents. They also
say that riders weave in and
out of traffic, pass on the
right and don't signal.







