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Editor’s Notes

Perhaps you MOA members have been
amused, as | have, by letters to the editor in
recent ON issues regarding mileage contests and
LD events like the Ironbutt. In the September
issue, after dissing such events, one boasts of
“my share of 1,000 mile days at 60 mph and
without a fairing...done it over 18 hours in a
stock saddle...” Whew, glad he wasn’t in the
ButtLite II! He then warns of the “field day”
attorneys will have one day with mileage
contests, as if the thought had never crossed
anyone’s mind before.

My point? Well, I for one was pleased to
see Paul and Voni Glaves at the Fargo checkpoint
of the ButtLite 1. I’ll never have the opportunity
to achieve what Voni has in mileage terms, and
won’t even try. Why disrespect her achievement
of a personal goal? Some folks are just a wee bit
joyless (or perhaps jealous?)

Speaking of the BL 11, I got second place.
The Triumph did not, as predicted, let me down.
In fact, I let it down, dropping it twice. Please
read my ride report in this issue. [ am a proud
BMW Airhead owner, always will be. It was
really perverse fun to come in ahead of all the
BMWs, though, on a largely unfaired standard of
British origin, despite Eddie James’ calling it a
“Kawasaki” (the Tiger is really a three-cylinder
KLR 900). BMW riders have had more than
their share of victories in LD events. If I could
just get Triumph NA to sponsor me... allegiance
is a fickle thing...hear they’re putting the 955
Speed Triple motor in the *01 Tiger...oh, that’s
right, this is a BMW newsletter.

I’m leading an informal day ride on Wed,
Oct. 4™ (weather permitting), about 350 miles of
semi-organized fun in SE MN and NE IA.
Contact me for details if you’ve got vacation left
or think you may be suddenly taken ill that day.

Oct 2000

President’s Column

How are you feeling? A bit depressed,
perhaps? Does looking at the thermometer in the
morning make you think, “Oh, oh, is it almost
over?” Yeah, me too. Let’s agree to do one
thing: SNAP OUT OF IT! Fall riding is some of
the most joyous of the year. Besides the beauty
of the changing colors, we might savor the
experience more this time of year because we
know that we will be missing it for a while. We
know we are about to lose something, so we are
more attentive to the experience. Hmm. Perhaps
there is a larger lesson here for us, but I'll leave
any philosophical conclusions to each of you.
Meanwhile, time is a-wastin’ for other matters.
First, we have nominations and elections coming
up for our club offices. I've had a great time
during my periods of club service in various roles
and I could be the poster boy for the idea of “No
Experience Required.” So think about offering
your name in October for a club position. Come
to the meeting or call any of us listed as club
officers to talk about it. Have fun. Volunteer.
Screw up. The members forgive you when you
do! I certainly know this.

Finally, enjoy the next precious few
weeks. Bundle up, enjoy the colors, and I’ll see
you on the road.

EVENTS CALENDAR

Oct 12 BMWMOCM meeting at Como
Pavilion, probably in the basement, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 13-15™ : Falling Leaves Rally, Potosi, MO.
Grand prize, a reconditioned *76 R90/6! 1 know
I’ll be there.

Please call the club voice line ‘at 612-534-7433,
or you can check out the club web site
(www.bmwmocm.com) for the latest info on
the club board meeting and the latest “meet to
eat” updates.







