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Editor’s Notes

Have you ever been to Arkansas? Don’t
snicker if you haven’t, because if not you’ve been
missing some of the finest roads imaginable for
motorcycling. I’ve traveled a fair bit and still con-
sider northwest Arkansas near the top of my list of
‘must rides’ — little traffic, unbelievably smooth
roads with amazing curves, and Ozark mountain
scenery that is very reminiscent of the Smokies.

Kelli Conlow asked me to promote the
Natural State Rally, sponsored by the BMW
Motorcycle Club of Arkansas, May 19-21, just
south of Morrilton on the Arkansas River. See the
MOA Owner’s News for details or e-mail Rod
Kilduff at rod.kilduff’@conwaycorp.net for more
info. It’s a very unstructured and affordable rally, a
great base for exploring the beauty of the Ozarks.
And the riding! Kelli recommends AR Hwy. 7,
which is great south of Harrison. I vote for AR
Hwy. 16, which is less traveled and allows for a
sportier riding pace. It ain’t quite Deal’s Gap, but
it’s close, and you’re less likely to encounter law
enforcement. One more tip : avoid Branson, MO,
and take the Peel ferry (it’s free) across Bull Shoals
Lake, picking up AR 7 nearby, saving time and
tourist trap headaches. You won’t be disappointed.

On a sadder note, Rand Rasmussen has
informed me that the Snowflake Run has been
cancelled due to a lack of early interest. He felt it
was unfair to the owners of Birch Cove Resort to
reserve it given the little interest shown so far. It’s
too bad, as I have fond memories of the last event
held there. But I couldn’t attend this year either, as
I’ll be in Fort Davis, Texas that weekend,
participating in a 24 hour road rally. Perhaps P’ll
take the long way home through the Ozarks, or
maybe the Rockies, or...I’ll get back to you.
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President’s Column

Maps?  Check!  Calendar?  Check!
Vacation scheduled? Hmmm? Ready, set, RIDE!

The poet may have said that June is the
month for ‘perfect days,” but we riders think that
April is just fine, thank you. Oh sure, there’s rain,
the not-really-warm-yet days, and that leftover
sand, but what the heck, we’re back!

Even though some of us have enjoyed a
little bit of riding already, we officially begin our
club riding season in April. As detailed elsewhere
in the newsletter, we will have some riding
activities in April. Our monthly meeting will be at
Leo’s South on April 13, and we hope the weather
is nice enough to ride to the meeting.

Speaking of riding, we all know the
importance of checking over our bikes before
beginning another season, but we might forget to
check out the most important safety feature —
ourselves. We have spent the last several months
inside our cars, and we might forget how vulnerable
we are on two wheels. Those other drivers cannot
see us and are not even looking for us this early in
the season. So, it’s up to us to expect the worst,
most unpredictable behavior from other motorists,
and to plan for it. And if you haven’t taken an
Experienced Rider Course in two years, or you have
a new bike, sign up for one this season. That’s
what I’m going to do.

Ride well, ride carefully, and I’ll see you
out there.

Check out the BMWMOCM web site at :
http://www.isd.net/msp05141

Your newsletter editor now has a new e-mail
address : blbakkerf@isd.net.

Free pizza will be available before the meeting
at Leo’s on April 13™ — come early before it’s
all gone!







